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WEST ORANGE LABORATORY RECORDS SERIES 


The West Orange Laboratory Records Series is composed of bound 
volumes, loose correspondence, unbound drawings, and account books that 
deal mainly with administrative operations at the laboratory complex. The 
records are arranged in eight subseries: (1) Notebooks; (2) Letterbooks; (3) 
Accounts; (4) Equipment and Supplies; (5) Oversize Drawings; (6) Pocket 
Notebooks [not selected]; (7) Bound Volumes [not selected]; and (8) Employee 
Records [not selected]. 


Many of the documents in the Laboratory Records Series can be found 
in the record group of the same name in the archives of the Edison National 
Historic Site (ENHS). A finding aid is available. The ledgers, journals, and other 
accounting records in this series are primarily from the Account Books record 
group. Laboratory records bearing N-numbers and PN-numbers are interfiled 
in the archives with other notebooks and pocket notebooks. Payroll and time 
documents are from the record group Employee Records. 


Notebooks. These books, which bear archival N-numbers, contain 
material regarding the administration of experimental projects, pattern work 
done in connection with laboratory projects, assays of ore samples, orders of 
equipment for the laboratory, and inventory and supplies. Included are several 
project number notebooks used to assign sequential numbers and provide 
information for each experimental project. Among the individuals whose work 
appears in these books are Edison, Robert A. Bachman, Alvin D. Caskey, 
George A. Meister, John F. Ott, and Ludwig F. Ott. Much of the material is by 
unidentified storekeepers and office personnel. 


Letterbooks. These two letterbooks deal mainly with routine orders of 


equipment and supplies. Also included are documents that illustrate the 
progress of construction at the Edison Portland Cement Co., the design and 
construction of molds for Edison's poured concrete house, and the purchase 
and repair of automobiles. used to test Edison’s storage battery. 


Accounts. These books contain records of experimental and operating 
costs, Edison’s royalties and investments, and other personal and business 
accounts. Included are ledgers and subsidiary ledgers, journals, abstracts of 
expenses, invoice books, and cash books. 








$ 
# 
t 








Equipment and Supplies. The unbound correspondence, trade circulars, 
and other loose documents in this subseries relate to the purchase of 
equipment and supplies for the laboratory and other Edison interests. Many of 
the documents are unsolicited promotional circulars or routine letters involving 
the specifications, availability, cost, and delivery of equipment and supplies. 
Included are memoranda asking that materials be ordered; requests for prices 
or samples; and letters acknowledging orders from, or shipments to and among, 
Edison’s interests. In most cases the information or materials were requested 
on Edison's behalf by members of his laboratory staff. A small group of items 
indicates his direct oversight of individual requests or purchases. 


Oversize Drawings. These three blueprints are ground plans for the 
Edison Phonograph Works and the laboratory complex in West Orange. The 
first plan is from 1899, the second is from 1909, and the third is undated but is 
probably from 1911. Included on each plan is an index to the numbers and 
names of many of the buildings. The blueprints appear with the oversize 
material from the Notebook Series on reel 179. 


Pocket Notebooks [not selected]. These books, which bear archival 
PN-numbers, contain labor records, assays of ore samples, and utility usage 
records. Most of the material is by unidentified storekeepers and office 
personnel. 


Bound Volumes [not selected]. These books consist of logbooks, 
notebooks, and other bound volumes that do not have archival N— or PN- 
numbers. They contain material concerning the administration of experimental 
projects, orders of equipment for the laboratory, assays of ore samples, and 
inventory and supplies. Also included are labor records, telephone logs, and 
other administrative records. Most of the material is by unidentified storekeepers 
and office personnel. 


Employee Records [not selected]. The ENHS archives contains an 
extensive collection of employee records. Included are individual weekly time 
sheets, tickets, stamped and rolled clock records, and other periodic payroll 
documents pertaining to the staff and activities of Edison's Menlo Park and 
West Orange laboratories. Also included are payroll accounts for numerous 
Edison companies. Most of the items provide daily or weekly statements for 
individual employees. Each laboratory time sheet generally denotes the exact 
hours worked by an. employee in a single week, and many also indicate the 
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projects upon which he worked. The projects are identified by number. These 
numbers correspond to those assigned in the project number notebooks. Most 
of the records pertaining to Edison companies are from the period 1910-1932, 
though a few date from as early as 1894. The Employee Records collection is 
mainly organized chronologically, not according to the names of individual 
employees. A finding aid for the record group, Employee Records, is available 
at the Edison National Historic Site. 








POCKET NOTEBOOKS NOT SELECTED 
Notebook, PN-00-11-01 


This pocket notebook covers the period November 1900-May 1907, with some notations 
extending to July 1928. It contains time records for Walter H. Miller, William Hayes, Alexander N. 
Pierman, and other employees involved in sound recording at the laboratory. 


Notebook, PN-01-00-00.2 


This pocket notebook records information regarding ore samples sent to the laboratory 
during 1901 and early 1902. The entries identify individual ore samples, sender, place of origin, and 
storage location at the laboratory. 


Notebook, PN-02-05-26 


This pocket notebook covers the period May 1902-March 1917, with a few scattered entries 
from later dates. It records gas, water, electric, and ice bills at the laboratory and meter readings 
taken at the Edison Phonograph Works and:other buildings at the laboratory and manufacturing 
complex in West Orange. 


Ore Sample Books 


These thirteen pocket notebooks record ore samples shipped to West Orange during the 
period September 1905-April 1906. The samples were collected by R. D. Casterline in an effort to 
identify a domestic supply of cobalt. Included are records of samples from counties in Alabama, 
Georgia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and Virginia. 


PN-05-08-18 (samples 1-130) PN-05-12-18 (samples 812-909) 
PN-05-09-26 (samples 131-264) PN-06-01-25 (samples 910-1013) 
PN-05-10-03 (samples 265-395) PN-06-02-12 (samples 1014-1103) 
PN-05-10-13. 1 (samples 396-527) PN-06-02-28 (samples 1104-1198) 
PN-05-10-23 (samples 528-621) PN-06-03-13 § (samples 1199-1296) 
PN-05-11-07 (samples 622-713) PN-06-04-15 § (samples 1297-1426) 


PN-05-11-29 (samples 714-811) 
Notebook, PN-09-06-00 
This pocket notebook was used during the period 1909-1918 to compile the original 


signatures of phonograph recording artists, probably for accounting purposes. Included are 
autographs of Marie Dressler, Karl Jérn, Albert Spaulding, and Sophie Tucker. 








BOUND VOLUMES NOT SELECTED 


Order Books 


These fifty-four books of differing sizes cover the period May 1899-December 1910. They 
were used by various employees to record routine orders of supplies received at the laboratory. 


Information Book 


This book covers the period 1900-1903. It was used by an unidentified employee to copy 
extracts from letters containing performance data and other information about Edison storage 
batteries. Included is information relating to the use of batteries in wagons and trucks; boats, 
submarines and electric launches; switches and signals; and train lighting. There are also extracts 
from letters by railroad companies and other businesses regarding their requirements for a storage 
battery. 


Shop Order Record Books 


These two books cover the period March 1901-February 1902. They were used by several 
unidentified employees to record expenses of shop orders and related requisitions. 


Magnetic Survey Books, E-5478-15 and E-5478-16 


These two books were used by John V. Millerand an unidentified employee in 1901 and 1902 
to document magnetic surveys for nickel in Connecticut and in the Sudbury district of Ontario. The 
book for Connecticut includes alist of properties surveyed and a detailed description of the finds. The 
book for Sudbury, which has a similar format, also lists the lands applied for and leased. 


Ore Analysis Book 


This book was used in 1906 and early 1907 by an unidentified employee to record the results 
of assays conducted on various ore samples. Most of the entries contain an ore sample numberand 
an indication of the percentage of cobalt, nitrate, and sand found in each sample analyzed. 


Information Book 


This book covers the period October 1906-April 1911. Itwas used by George A. Meister to 
record information involving the administration of the laboratory and various Edison companies. 
Included are records of building rentals, telephone bills, electricity and steam use, operating costs 
for air compressors, and royalty payments received by Edison for use of his rock crushing 
technology. In addition, there are monthly salary records for Frank L. Dyer, Howard C. Stephens, and 
others for the period 1907-1909, Among the loose items inserted into the bookisa listof departments 
and foremen of the Edison Storage Battery Co. The book can be found in the archival record group, 
Thomas A. Edison, Incorporated. 


Notebook, E-6579-11 
This undated notebookwas probably used during the early 1900s. It contains drawings by an 


unidentified employee, possibly Patrick Brady, of phonographs and unspecified machinery in the 
laboratory, 
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WEST ORANGE LABORATORY RECORDS 
NOTEBOOKS 






These twenty-three notebooks primarily cover the period June 1899-June 
1910, although there are entries from as late as November 1943. The books 
relate to a variety of administrative matters at the West Orange laboratory. 
Included are several project number notebooks used to assign sequential 
numbers to each experimental project. Other items pertain to inventories and 
records of pattern work done in connection with laboratory projects. Among the 
individuals whose work appears in these books are Edison, Robert A. 
Bachman, Alvin D. Caskey, George A. Meister, John F. Ott, and Ludwig F. Ott. 
Much of the material is by unidentified storekeepers and office personnel. 









Only four books have been selected. Books that deal mainly with 
inventory and supplies, along with similar routine record books, have not been 
selected. 











Project Number Notebook, N-00-07-02 


This notebook covers the period July 1900-October 1901. It contains alist of hours worked 
by employees on individual projects at the laboratory. The project numbers appearin an alphabetical 
index at the beginning of the book. These numbers correspond to projects listed in N-87-11-24 
(Thomas A. Edison Papers: A Selective Microfilm Edition, Part II, 108: 766-824) and in N-01-03-15. 


Project Number Notebook, N-01-03-15 


This notebook covers the period March 1901-August 1910, with some notations extending 
to February 1912. It was used by George A. Meister and several unidentified employees for the 
assignment of sequential account numbers, 1095-2208, to each laboratory project. The entries 
provide a description of each project, the name of the person or company charged for the work, and 
frequently a corresponding requisition number. Some of the entries are dated, and some are noted 
as "closed." The project numbers were also used to identify experimental expense accountentries 
in the laboratory ledgers and journals. 


Project Number Notebook, N-02-01-17 


This notebook covers the period January 1902-June 1910, Itwas used by John F. Ott and 
several unidentified employees for the assignment of sequential account numbers, 1246-2191, to 
each laboratory project. The entries provide a description of each project, the name of the person 
or company charged for the work, and, occasionally, a corresponding requisition number. Although 
this book duplicates some of the information in N-01-03-15, most of the entries also include the 
starting date of the experimental project. Unlike N-01-03-15, there are no closing dates. The project 
numbers were also used to identify experimental expense accountentries in the laboratory ledgers 
and journals. 


Project Number Notebook, N-10-07-26 


This notebook covers the period July 1910-June 1916, with some notations extending to July 
1917. Itwas used by George A. Meister and several unidentified employees for the assignment of 
sequential account numbers, 2200-4225, to each laboratory project. The entries provide a 
description of each project, the name of the person or company charged forthe work, a date, and 
frequently a corresponding requisition number. Most entries are noted as "closed." Similar entries 
for projects numbered 1095-2208 can be found in N-01-03-15, The projectnumbers were also used 
to identify experimental expense account entries in the laboratory ledgers and journals. 

















NOTEBOOKS NOT SELECTED 


Project Number Notebook, N-99-06-24.1 





This notebook covers the period June 1899-January 1909, Itwas used by several unidentified 
employees for the assignment of sequential account numbers, 935-2052, to each laboratory project. 
The book substantially duplicates the information in N-87-1 1-24 and N-01-03-15. The entries provide 
a description of each project and the name of the person or company charged for the work. 


Notebook, N-99-06-27 


This notebook contains a record of scrap metal sold to three different companies during the 
period June-September 1899. 


Notebook, Undated.40 


This undated notebook was probably used during the period 1900-1902. Itcontains a partial 
alphabetical list of the chemicals stocked in the laboratory storeroom. The list was created by 
Ludwig F. Ott. 


Notebook, N-01-05-01 


This notebook covers the period May-November 1901. It was used by Alvin D. Caskey to 
record supplies received at the laboratory. The entries include the name of the supplier, the method 
of shipment, and the item received. 


Notebook, N-01-11-30 


This notebook covers the period November-December 1901. It was used by George 
Hetherington and another employee named Lockwood to record their book loans from the laboratory 
library. : 


Notebook, N-01-10-10 


This notebook covers the period December 1901-February 1902. The entries deal with 
shipments of bearings, clamps, gears, and other hardware from the laboratory to Stewartsville, New 
Jersey, where the Edison Portland Cement Co. works were under construction. 


Notebook, N-02-07-24 


This notebook, which covers the periods July 1902-April 1903 and January 1912-June 1917, 
was used in both directions. The entries from 1902-1903 record nickel and copper ore samples to 
be assayed. The samples, numbered 175-308, were collected from Litchfield and Fairfield counties 
in Connecticut and from the Sudbury district of Ontario. The entries at the other end of the book 
irate gas and water payments and meter readings for the Edison Phonograph Works and possibly 
other locations. 











Pattern Number Books 


These five notebooks contain records of pattern work done in connection with laboratory 
projects. The first book, which begins in December 1902 and was probably used until March 1910, 
is arough record. The entries include the pattem number, laboratory project number, type of pattern, 
and name of the person for whom the work was performed. The other four books, which cover the 
period 1910-1943, are ruled with columns and comprise amore formal account. The entries include 
the date, name of the foundry that made the castings, name and number of the pattern, laboratory 
project number, material used, and name of the person for whom the pattern was made. One book 
(N-10-03-02) is a record of patterns and woodwork done for the Edison Storage Battery Co. The 
books were compiled by John F. Ott and several unidentified employees. 


N-Undated.1 (December 1902-March 1910) N-10-03-02 (March 1910-November 1943) 
N-10-02-08 (February 1910-March 1916) N-10-04-09 (April 1910-January 1925) 
N-10-03-25 (March 1910-March 1917) 


Notebook, N-03-10-05.1 


This notebook covers the period October-December 1903, It was used to record boarding 
house receipts for employees at an unidentified job site. The funds were received through Ludwig 
F. Ott and paid by Robert A. Bachman. 


Notebook, N-06-01-11 


This notebook is dated January 11-13, 1906. It was used to list chemicals stored in 
numbered “closets” at the laboratory and to inventory chemical apparatus. A few pages contain 
entries for chemical supplies taken by Alvin D, Caskey and Ludwig F. Ott. 


Notebook, N-09-06-01 1 


This notebook covers the period March 1906-March 1920. Itwas used tolistemployees and 
wages, mostly for the period after 1910. Some entries indicate weekly hours worked, while others 
pertain to work performed at Silver Lake, New Jersey, where the Edison Storage Battery Co. had 
a factory. : 

: Project Number Notebook, N-09-01-29 


This notebook is a continuation of N-99-06-24.1. It was started in January 1909 and was 
probably used until February 1917 by unidentified employees for the assignment of sequential 
account numbers, 2052-4484, to each laboratory project. It substantially duplicates the information 
in N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. The entries provide a description of each project, the name of the 
person or company charged for the work, and a corresponding requisition number. 


Notebook, N-10-05-12 


This notebook covers the period May 1910-October 1912, with a final undated setof entries 
that are probably from November 1912. It was used to record electrical current used on the third 
floor of the Edison laboratory. The entries provide kilowatt hours, measurement intervals, and other 
data. 











Notebook, N-01-01-01.2 
The inside front cover of this undated notebook is inscribed "A. Theo E. Wangemann 
Addresses" and is stamped "Edison Storage Battery Co" and "The Edison Portland Cement Co." 
The first 34 pages have been removed from the book, and the remaining pages are blank. 


Notebook, N-01-01-02.1 


This undated notebook contains addresses entered in pencil by an unidentified employee. 











West Orange Laboratory Records 
Project Number Notebook, N-00-07-02 


This notebook covers the period July 1900-October 1901. It contains a 
list of hours worked by employees on individual projects at the laboratory. The 
project numbers appear in an alphabetical index at the beginning of the book. 
These numbers correspond to projects listed in N-87-11-24 (Thomas A. Edison 
Papers: A Selective Microfilm Edition, Part Ill, 108: 766-824) and in N-01-03- 
15. The cover is labeled "Total Time." The book contains 80 numbered pages; 
the page numbers are badly faded and often illegible. Because the book is in 
extremely fragile condition, a photocopy has been selected instead of the 
original. 
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West Orange Laboratory Records 
Project Number Notebook, N-01-03-15 


This notebook covers the period March 1901-August 1910, with some 
notations extending to February 1912. It was used by George A. Meister and 
several unidentified employees for the assignment of sequential account 
numbers, 1095-2208, to each laboratory project. The entries provide a 
description of each project, the name of the person or company charged for the 
work, and frequently a corresponding requisition number. Some of the entries 
are dated, and some are noted as "closed." The project numbers were also 
used to identify experimental expense account entries in the laboratory ledgers 
and journals. The cover is marked "1094 To 2200" and is stamped "2." The 
pages are unnumbered. Approximately 100 pages have been used. 


Similar entries for projects numbered 1-1094 can be found in N-87-11-24 
(Thomas A. Edison Papers: A Selective Microfilm Edition, Part Ill, 108: 766- 
824). 
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West Orange Laboratory Records 
Project Number Notebook, N-02-01-17 


This notebook covers the period January 1902-June 1910. It was used 
by John F. Ott and several unidentified employees for the assignment of 
sequential account numbers, 1246-2191, to each laboratory project. The 
entries provide a description of each project, the name of the person or 
company charged for the work, and, occasionally, a corresponding requisition 
number. Although this book duplicates some of the information in N-01-03-1 5, 
most of the entries also include the starting date of the experimental project. 
Unlike N-01-03-15, there are no closing dates. The project numbers were also 
used to identify experimental expense account entries in the laboratory ledgers 
and journals. The spine is stamped "Records." The first page is inscribed 
"Number Book of Laboratory of Thomas A. Edison. Jan. 17, 1902." The book 
contains 240 numbered pages; it has been used to page 235. 
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West Orange Laboratory Records 
Project Number Notebook, N-10-07-26 


This notebook covers the period July 1910-June 1916, with some 
notations extending to July 1917. It was used by George A. Meister and several 
unidentified employees for the assignment of sequential account numbers, 
2200-4225, to each laboratory project. The entries provide a description of 
each project, the name of the person or company charged for the work, a date, 
and frequently a corresponding requisition number. Most entries are noted as 
"closed." Similar entries for projects numbered 1095-2208 can be found in N- 
01-03-15. The project numbers were also used to identify experimental 
expense account entries in the laboratory ledgers and journals. The cover is 
stamped "3"; the first page is inscribed "2200 To Thomas A. Edison - 
Laboratory Experimental — Number Book — from July 26 - 1910 to" and 
"This book not to be taken from Office G. A. Meister." The book contains 289 
numbered pages; it has been used to page 287. 
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WEST ORANGE LABORATORY RECORDS 
LETTERBOOKS 


These two letterbooks cover the period December 1901-May 1914. 
The books contain correspondence by Robert A. Bachman, Patrick Brady, 
Fred C. Devonald, and other laboratory storekeepers. Most of the letters 
pertain to routine orders of equipment and supplies for the laboratory. The 
selected items include letters illustrating Edison’s involvement in the 
purchase and disposition of supplies and in the progress of experimental 
projects. Also included are letters by Robert A. Bachman, the master 
machinist at the laboratory, relating to the progress of construction at the 
Edison Portland Cement Co., the design and construction of molds for 
Edison's concrete house, and the purchase and repair of automobiles used 
to test Edison storage batteries. Among the unselected items are letters to 
various billing and receiving clerks at the Edison Storage Battery Co. and the 
Edison Portland Cement Co., as well as a few letters concerning the 
shipment of supplies to Edison's winter home in Fort Myers, Florida, to John 
V. Miller in Ontario, and to other locations. 


se vee rea 











Letterbook, LM-105 





This letterbook covers the period December 1901-April 1906. The correspondence is by 
Robert A. Bachman, Patrick Brady, Alvin D. Caskey, Fred C. Devonald, and other laboratory 
employees. Included are letters to various billing and receiving clerks at the Edison Storage Battery 
Co. concerning the purchase and repair of automobiles and automobile parts for use with Edison’s 
alkaline storage battery. In addition, there are letters to the Edison Portland Cement Co. regarding 
the progress of castings being made at area foundries. The selected items illustrate the progress of 
construction at the Edison Portland Cement Co. and Edison's involvement in the purchase and 
disposition of supplies. 


Letterbook, LM-106 


This letterbook covers the period April 1906-May 1914. The correspondence is by Robert A. 
Bachman, Patrick Brady, and other laboratory employees. Included are letters to various billing and 
receiving clerks at the Edison Storage Battery Co. and the Edison Portland Cement Co., as well as 
a few letters relating to the shipment of supplies to Edison's winter home in Fort Myers, Florida. Most 
of the selected items relate to the design and construction of molds for Edison's concrete house and 
to the purchase, repair, and upkeep of various automobiles that were used to test Edison's storage 
battery. There is also a letter by Bachman to Mrs. A. Theo E, Wangemann concerning the death of 
her husband and the disposition of his personal effects. 

























7 /18/02/0/t 


The Atlantic Transport Co., 
#1 Broadway, 
New York. 

Dear Sirs:-- 

Yours of the 17th inst. at hand and contents noted. 

The ore referred to is 2 dlay deposit containing from 
50 cents to $3.00 worth of gold per ton, and is sent to Mr. FRdison 
for experimental purposes only. 


Trusting this information will be satisfactory, we remain, 


Yours very truly, 
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Sapt. L0th,1902. 





Mr, Thomas A. Edison, 





Stewartsville, 
Nide i i : 
i ihe 
Dear Sirte- i 
e find sketch of & spacial Fire Brick i 
a fl 


Fnelosped pleas 


of which Mr. Chapmat wants 200. 


ations from Sayre & w4sher Co, 


raurer & Son, of New ‘York, 9n@ also an 


Sayreville ,N.J. and Henry 
if 4t meets with your approval 


ne Rass Soran 


enema t, Se 


ea 


Aliso find enclosed quot 
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a ea 
7 ————e 








a order for same, which please O.K. 
and return quotations with order and oblige, wl 
a 





Yours truly, 
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_ Sete H%th 1903. 


Mr Williem A, Warren 























c/o Kdison Portland Geme:t Co. 
Stewartsville, W.7. 


‘irre 
Fometime aso we sent a Z4" * 4" clincher shoe to the 


B. f, Goodrich Co to be repaired and put in riding condition, 

they now advise us trat the, atterpted to repair this 
shoe, but found it so worn, thet they were unable to rat it in sere 
viceable shape, sand rectest that we advise them as to the disposition 


of same, 


JI spoke to MrBéise:: wh t% and he asi 





2. me to get the 


milesge eof it. 


.Kiodly advise me as soon as possible if you eu supply 





me with this information ani obitze, 


scene Rageran? 





Yours vary truly, 
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Jan. 26, 1906, 


Wr. EB, %. Opdyke, BP, Aa, 


Edison Portland pement Cos, 


Stewerisville, N. J. 


We are sitipping the vabpi ti, by Sredgut luday watch you 
Peyuosn dm ovour Letter of the Ln, We have algo Shipped 100 bugh- 
ings. The micrometer you speak qt in & letter to Brady was gotten 
by an 0. KF. order of Mr.-Bateon ‘Wiech Iam coins to claim a6 


personal property. When vudlding the last set of rolls I had the 


* 


Oray 2" micrvometur dp the ahop, wiiel I allowed the men to use in 
general, Sore drind Srauacdban was very thoughtful to relieve me of 
tig when he wes Loved otf, I exdlained this metter to Mr. wdison, 
ang ehink it no more than Juetice to myselt that the Edison Portland 
ement should etand the chagesfor a new one, I wish, however, you 
WOULG Snow this Letter to Hr, Maliery as to iis views in the matter 
mu Gdvise me. If he des not thirk that I an justified kecping 


ihe above Twill pay for 11 personally. 


Yours vruly, 
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Stewartsvilie, N.S. 


time Laat ndpug with ryan ode shave: He Lett here with 
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ear until he rduehes the works, Porpa 


on 8@rror in the 


bai Oh be 
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5 : Mucch 26, 1908 


Sy. Thomas A, Edison, is 
» Sort Myers, Mea. — ; : : 
. Ne received the two 14" shai'ta from the Cleveland City 
Porce Oc. Fridey the 23rd. Sorry to inform you that the bearings 
an sume are ground very poorly; they are full of chatter marks and 
in sone cuses the toc. marks ure not gro ound out and vary as high 


as 0 to 4 thousandths in diameter,I had tne Superintendent and ; “ 


Sales Agent from New York here in regard tc this matter and arranged 


LO send the shaftsto Watts Campbell, Newark dnd have them put in proper, 


shape. 


They have two shafts finished at the works and say they 
are about in the same condition. They wish ime to come to Cleyeland : 
to inspect these shafts and if necessary they will make any mos 
arrangements I suggest to finisn them in the proper shape. They will 
‘stand the above: expenses, 80 [ thought it best for me to 0, 80 : ; 


as not to cause another three or four weeks delay which is liable to 


occur. 







T have received no babbit ag gret and have taken this matter 
up with Stewartsville almost daily. 
Recelved 5 housings, 2 girdars and all the necessary cast~ ! 


ings to complete. this set. Finished | ruachin ing one housing, second one . \ 






will be finished py tomorrow morning. The babhit; will mene ane Deok: con- ; 
- gideravle. tours: tr rudy, Ae oF te 4 














West Orange Laboratory Records 
Letterbook, LM-106 


This letterbook covers the period April 1906-May 1914. The 
correspondence is by Robert A. Bachman, Patrick Brady, and other 
laboratory employees. Included are letters to various billing and receiving 
clerks at the Edison Storage Battery Co. and the Edison Portland Cement 
Co., as well as a few letters relating to the shipment of supplies to Edison's 
winter home in Fort Myers, Florida. Most of the selected items relate to the 
design and construction of molds for Edison's concrete house and to the 
purchase, repair, and upkeep of various automobiles that were used to test 
Edison's storage battery. There is also a letter by Bachman io Mrs. A. Theo 
E, Wangemann concerning the death of her husband and the disposition of 
his personal effects. The spine is stamped "Letters 24 W.S.[P?]." The book 
contains 700 numbered pages and an index; pages 675-699 have been 
removed from the book. 


Less than 10 percent of the book has been selected. 
































Tune 5, 1906. 









Mr. E. S. Opdyke, P. A.y ; 








ao 
Le, 
; Edison Portland Gement Co., 
r) i 1. 
o Pa: Stewarteville, N. J. ie 






pear Sir: 





ed you las& night. 
. ‘a 





e Stuffing Boxes were shipp 
as ce 
Yours truly, 












General Electric Co., 


Schenectady, N. Y. 






pear Sirs: ie 
Replying to yours of the Lst inst. relative to Mr. Wm. M. 








o: say that he was in our employ for about 3 months ' 





Beaupre, wish t 






He was not 4 first 





put Let him go owing to a lack of knowledge. 







class mechanic. 
Yours truly, et. 





Edison Laboratory 




















June 12, 1506. 







{ a 
Lo bere: 








Dear ir 





8. Wangemann: 








: F T received vour letter or June 9th and wish to state that 

scanial i " the ting ¢, gerund on lir, Wangeman's person were sent to our represen- 
& tative, ir. Pelzer of New York by the undertaker and he has returned 
ube. re 






nem to the undertaker as per his request. These arrangments, = 






however, were made before we knew that Urs. 






Wagemann existed. I 
am sorry to say that Mr. Hamilton spoke as though 





we had tried to 






set ahead of Him in recovering the keys and other effects, but 






B: you will find that they sare the same keys that were found on Mr. 


Wangemann. We are not trying to mislead you or distr 









oy anything 






belonging to you. 






Walle Mr. Wangenann was indebted to 


‘before 
and I having paid his board /Actkk removing h 


room, 


me to quite an extent 











is effects from the 







I theught it no more than Just that I should atieuwst \ 








receive the $13.00 peid for his board tefore - sending 
and I 


you the rug 







will let you-have everything with the exception of that until 





I receive the above amount, I will consider the other part lost. I 






vould have, however, sent you all of it had not Mr. Hamilton made 







Some assertions, which , <I do not think he was justified in making 












oh vote” 






after doing all in our pewer in, this matter. ” 





Yours respectful ly, 
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July 21, 1906. ie 
Ait 
The Ohio Stoneware Co., i | i 
\ 






Ptbaesa 3 . Akron, 0. 





Dear Sirs: 





Please quote lowest price andquickest {.)me of delivery 





on 60. Ponty gelion meat crocks, 26,1/2" high x 23" dia., to be 


ed 
delivered RX 0, B., Orange, N. J. oe 


ts eS 


a oe mer 
a areas Bea 






Yours truly, 






oo fee EDISON STORAGE BATTERY COMPANY 
eee Per. .-- ) a aie al 
fot , 







July 25, 1906. 





Parson Mfy. Co., 






299 roadway, 






New York. 









Replying to your letter of the 20th wish to state that Mr. 





Edison has decided not to use the Parson System for his boilers, 






AS we have already installed a dumping grate under one of our boilars 






=t woulda Le a waste of time to have your representative call on wus. 






Yours very truly, 
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Wr. 3. Berga , 
2avygceem Llectriaal Yorks, 
Berlin, 3,, Germany. 
Rear Dirs- he te 


: Ruihss ,eend us two (2) mere copies of each blueprint of. 
tor end bottom and side sen Cot the acetelyne welding machines, .. 
ae 5 intend to bustle o or ders. 

20 eZplein matters, . hava taken charge of the new atorage 


buttery plant in Crange, ™. J. unger the sunerviaion of Mr, P, Weber, 





Yeurs very truly, 
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Mr. W. S. Hallory, 
- Stewarterviaize, F. J. 
Dear Sir: Lu © get 2 
Following -i8 alist of ‘pers re 1 think woul be 
adyiseabie.for you to keep .on ee Por the waite steamer: 
Gne Pict Light, “One ‘Thermostat, °° Two Mushrooms, 
One Vaporiuer gwo Diaphragms, . One Water Regulating Valve 
One Shrottie One Bevel Gear a pinion 
One sBt of shearing bolts for differential gears 
Zao oaeee ‘tires and thres inner tudes 
We have patterns for drake shoes, bearings and dust caps 
Tor Trout waeels here at the Zaboratory, which we can give you on 
short ndties. 
. gue Bevel gear and pinion I have gent you the other day is 


for the 1906 model and I dont think they will give you any trouble. 


Ir you need any tires or inner tubes would advise that 
you buy them through the Storage Battery Co, ap they get the regular 


trade aiscount. 
Yours truly, 








SiaietenrOliat 3 ¥ hate eatoeeen eaneneleieeeeermemmtne eee ee 


SL 


October 1,290.6. 


: runs at. the crate of about 22 miles 
an hour, neeitie’ “travels ‘trad 15 te 40 miles; this. I find is dae to 


» Béison. “gdes8 out iu. the car add deen 
ha needle ‘Jupp Up and dow he will put his foot thr 


ough it and it 
Wild ‘be up to ne: to. ‘foot the bill. . 


Xindiy advise whether you will send your representative 
ar whether you desire to have it shipped by. express from-here. 


Yours truly, 





















Ootebsr 23, 1908, 


Ry ‘ 
‘Repiydng 49 yours of te 7th. ult., adressed to Mr. 


Herter 

would “say that Wr. paseo ieee me to anewer ,fame. tea Ga itp 
Times 

the dole wet B, 
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Oct. 27, 1906, 
Capt. 0. W. waller, 


Edison, New Jersey. — 


Dear Sir: AN a 2 He . thy 


Ir ‘have | ‘taken’ the ‘bodter question up with lr. Edison a and 
“gana. that: at as the double set of: ‘boilers that we want. 


this schitpment as it was “underetoads 6c ci Bee oe 


“Enclosed: a fina order for the tool steel, rops-vinch 
and 7 nape blokes ELS ke Gee asi 




















So please rush 





pever) 

















Mer | May 15, 1907. | } 
Edison Chemical Works, 


Silver Lake, New Jersey. se 





Dear Sirs: eof 


In reply to your letter of the 14th. inst., beg to state that th 







we aré in shape to make filter press parts, but do not care to give an_ 


wr 





ereotes | estimate on price and time. The carpenter shop here is interrupted so 

: : : < We, 

,.. often with different work, that I am unable to tell what is ahead of me 
7 


’ - from day to day. ei al 





If you want these frames made I will give them my special - & oi 








2 ALE RP aati 


attention. 


Yours truly, 


_P. S.- In selecting lumber be sure and get first quality. 


a RAB. 
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e June 1, 1907. 
Mr. I. BE. Thomas, Gen. Mgr., 
Birdeboro Steel Fay. & Mach. Jo., 
Birdsboro, Penn sylvania af 

Dear:-Sir: it . “Prucy 

I just had. the pleasure of reading one “of your letters. eddrese~ 
ed to the Edison Portland Cement: Co., regarding the. five dollar charges 
on the guage, and beg to say that I donot: epnrectete the way you have 
of doping business. You should have taken this. matter up while I was at 
your works, so this question could have been settica » without you going 
to the extent of trying te make a liar out of me, nee a8 


Re it for granted they come from Mr. Clemens, who has established a recerd ; . 
with me. 
I am willing to take an oath that my statements to Mr. Clemenss. 
Ur. Gehris and the Edison Portland Cement Co., are correct. I followed 

the profession of inspecting and measuring close work for. the rollowing 
people: , , 
American Steel & Wire Co., 





John Fritz, Esq.,- Bethlehem Steel Co., 
Capt. MoNutt, United States Navy, 


as I know do not 





and carry recommendations from each of them; , such 








Cy 
As you know Mr. Gehris oheoked the’ guage up with me and agreed Pe 

with my measurements and I considered him enough of 8 gentleman to a 

svimit this to you. | pls aay eS 
As to your tatansnte: they do not phase. me at all, a ase 


“Eu me 


























L. EB. TT, : ~2- 






exist at the Birdsboro Steel Foundry and Machine Works: therefore I 





fexl confident in the measurements I made at your place, 






I also give you very little credit for denying, my statements, 






as you die, and then crawl through a very small hole and allow the MEF 






Five dollar Oarges to. be passed. ‘This, is Something I would not be 
allowed to do for any, of :the Edison, Companies. 







Yours truly, 
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this matter up whitae oon cot : 


aati nave been settles 
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Gehris Siecned 






- : *. F 
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July 12, 1907. 







Dear Mr. Mallory: 






W421 you kindly let me know just what condition the 





White Steamer is in, at the works. I had a man here yesterday who 






offered Five hundred dollars for the white we Have here at the lab- 
oratory. Mr. Edison made up his mind that he would not. sel it, 

He said you might want to dispose of the one you have at tie: works. 
te 86_Xindly “let me know the condition Of. tires and machine in general. 









Very respectfully yours, 


fag bias Gisee sire reese : 


om ae oe NU 
— Age at 









To W. S. Maliory, Esq., 
Edison Portland Cement Co., 
Stewarteville, New Jersey. 
































PO ones gery ie 
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Akron. Hospital, . Cadet Ma 
Akron, Ohio. . 


Dear Sirg: 


é ae, ae ‘ura. Thos. A. 





Voltage at the hospital for ventAlating fans. 


Kindly neve me the npeesaary information by return mail, a0 eg 
that I oan. Plage orders ‘ag per Mrs. Edison's request. 





Edison wishes. me to fing out thi system. and. 






— linet. cee rier ISA, ro Pfs 





























Akron Hospital, 
Akron, Ohio. 


‘Gentlemen: eee 
By request of Irs, Thos. A, ‘Edison, we. have. ordered 
Shipped to you two sixteen inch" Westinghouse: no vort, arrest. 


current, exhaust fans ay express: “from” “ine Chicago Braneh, 
Kindly advize us when _ you receive the above, whether 


you have received complete shipment, and oblige, + 
"Yours respectfully, 


la 
‘a 
ao, 


WEE, 
























































fy , Orange, ‘N. J. Oct, 4, 1997, | \ 
be ny : : in 
Thos. A. Ed4gon: * ¢ f q | 
Orange, N. J.) , . Ce bees ; | 
ars ; Dear, Sari ee io f | 
: As per your request. I eg 4 tig state the bad t ‘features of H : 
4. “mode3~housé now completed. ae ae mn : ra 
eg : 4-“No windows in‘ attic rooms, ; s eat 


“4 My 
wimg aly 


Poe 2 AHOt enough windows in front- room on ftret‘& aecone floors. 


e ” B= Bad roof conneetion, from main roof: to" ‘roof: over ‘bay, front. ! : 
‘ 4~ Front steps should run. past earch on siaé’, “come ot ing with y 
a piazee’ a i ; 
5- There should be window dver-head of side arch, i 
~ Window frame.at stair “landing has an attbéaitiency of snow and i ; A 
ain and running down side of house. ver 


%~ The drawings do not show & door in the rear of house 


Yours truly, 


a eee Ba fen ote eee 
ms CS geek 2 & a gt e c ag he 


ag a ye az 




















October 14, 1907, 
Messrs. Mann & MacNeillie, 


2 East S3rd..Street, New York. 
Dear Sirg: 


We are about completed with the changes on the model houge,. 


as you desired and would like very much to have the balance of the 
plans, shigh you promised to send me, 
a Yours truly, 
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Orange, N. J. Decembver 4, 1907, 
Thomas A, Edison, Esq, 
Orange, New Jersey. 
Dear Sir: 
. the | ‘fol awing is @ report of the condition of the new Mors, 
&8 per your request: 


i- Front axle floor clearance $ 3/4 inches, 


2- Steering Rod floor clearance 8 3/4 inches. ' 

3- Pan clearance under Fly Wheel 7 3/8::inches, 

4~- Clearance between radiator and. front, “axle 1. U/lé: inches ,*:: 

5- Front right wheel is dished . a1 5/8. dnehes: from rim. to, rim.” 
~ Left hand “wheel is dished 2 l/s. inches. from: ‘rdm to rim. 
Axle being parallel with floor. 


sa BhepE sae Arm connecting. to knuckle_on, front wheel . chas but: 
sA6 of an inch clearance, which I consider .very dangerous. 


Be One. polt broken, that fastens the distant rod to rear axle. 
012 Pipe ‘broken off and was repaired ‘with, black tape, _by the 


2 


wan, Who. délivered the rear. a . eR Sie ay 


Mea fo leery: oterh rf.g ot t, wag le FEM gk 


I also wish, to call your attention to the paint on thé ear, 


¢ 


f a 


Ls ee? ee eee 
Mud Guards and’ Dash’ Board look as though they were painted with. 
ee agen ; - YM on, ; f me 7. 


ose! Meee tad Pe 


Jutalong. CPO oe 


j :Yours “respe etfully ; : 


As, os ; 


~tHa 


% st 
CPD, fbeg ay ey tatoos} 
7 ae 


ox 
: aa j f. 
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4 Lneas 2a 4/2007. 
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7 ap: RAR ‘ ee : he 
: Messrs. Mann & MaéoNeille, hes Any. Then grove. ; 
oe 2 East 33rd. Street, eee het hh Phe oa ae oe ae 
en sen Rn Re rea. 8S aes sme Se _ 
Ca eg os oe ? 3 ‘ b: we : A. 
} ae Dear Sirs: ; - : 


aman os Mir. Edison requagts me to make ine elk favre ts. try an 


rT ie at ; 
caperiment dn ppurtng @ gestion of the bey: ofthe made housé, 


Aneluding the cornice down: to the -firet theor;. about. thtee. feat. 
wide. 


ie 
Tf you will he kind enough to give ne a. correct ‘ait of - 


‘the -echenges you desire to make on the cornice, se as te. allow a. draft 
eS 
to 2nable 3 


ou to draw the moulds. This Cxperiment is to te rar 


If you will kindly Give this your immediate attention 


I-wial Appreciate the same wei highly, as Mr. Rdison - is pushing Ore 
yr SF at 
me ‘very hard on the same, 















Wh le hype hg oe ot bs elite tty 
, - & i <a : Pe sy sch : 
+h, re Paes | é othe; bd Ay v0.08 ‘. rr Ag ad Auchit bhatt ty Bet, | 


bee etl, to pee BC Letssen ¢ 
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Feb. 3, 1908. 


‘W. S. Mallory, Esq., 
ote 
Stewartsville, N. J, 7 
Dear Mr. Mallory: 


. “Mr. Edison requested me to ask you what grade of 
Bituminous coal and what percentage you use with your. Rice ceal at 
the works, whether you think it ig possible that we can have 
same shipped over the Erie Rallread. Any infermation on this which 
‘you ean give me -will be highly appreciated. 

TI alse wish te ask ees ar you could let me have 
& copy of tests of different cements made by the government. I had 
the pleasure of meeting a brether in law ‘ef mine in Wilkesbarre,. 
who is employed by the Atlas Pertland cement Ce., fa sort of hot 
air merchant ) who clains that the Atlas.were making the best. 


cement on the market, and said that the Edison was acquiring too 


much credit. It ended in a heated argument. You teld me some time 


ago of the tests while you were at the laboratory and EF used these 
‘points to authority, 


Rpts 
A 3 


to $100. Ir I misunderéteod you T loose, 


pcre ad ree a 


7 Hoping you will give this your prompt attention, 
I an, 


Yours very truly, 





“He wished. to bet me $50. and I made him raige 
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Feb. 7, 1908, ; aver 
. . : “| i i B 
MW. E. Gilmore, Esq., Me . 7% | ; 
nits @. Orange,- New Jersey, - od 
eee ES re to 
9 My dear Mr. Gilmo 3 ; 
er ae Poe : oe 
I have been to New York ang went over the cH 
Sotiem Mes : | 
_ BUtomobile Situation with Mr. Moore and Mr, 
DSi Ser say ac 
the 


Porter, and find that 


te run the Grout since Novenber 
8th 


*s, When Mr. Por; 
Set 


Sr run into 
at 

> i peiihey can make a ata 
TAR SF 


I do not understand how 
tement ag the 
“Warr 


i Fog MQ? iment and expense; ag ¢ 
BA EAS 8 
-oe that time, 


y did, the machine being a constant | 
& 





he engine hag not been turned over since 








machine, with new Bears in trang~ 





; the machine ‘sould not have been in a worse condition at 
| that time. 7 will admit, hwover, 
Yor the work 








ae Sa 










asaat sift To ona 








1. wires installea capacity ae ; 


Ws 


_-” Yours respect. 


1 





Aly, 
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Ephriam Gilbe rt, Esq., 
R. F. D. No. 1, 


r 


Dear Sir: 


Bechtelsville , Pa. 


I have bean unable to see Mr. Ed 


ain New York. 


However, if you will send me another-offer on the puilding, F 


wot 


ison as yet in connection. 


- With the buildings at the mines, as he iggonfined in a hospital 


I will take At up with him as soon as he is able to talk business, 


@8 you know Fifty Dollars would be nothing for a building of this 


‘kind. 


We want to be reasonable with you and mrely want to know 


what is the best you can do. 


ae 


The building does not have. to be meved in a hurry. - 


~S 
is 


Yours truly, 



















a , we 
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March 28, 1908 









“ir. HW. 0. Stoddard, ur., 
lea : 
aa Madison, New Jersey. 


_ Oe “Four letter addressed“io the Cement Works at. New Village. 
" Akereen ‘handed to me for attention. Regarding thea colaring of. 
Jhnt, veg to state that Mr. Rileon. hea & procems ip which-he- aan. 
-s.0r Same, any color desired, without being injuricus-to the 
wecent and making it waterproof at the same time. Owing to: ur. 
Satsonts illness, the cement house is not making the Progress 

nad anticipated, but same will have his personal attention: 

“* his return from Fisrida, in about four weeks. . 


ana 


I am enclosing one of Mr.. Edison's circulars, which 
‘1iL explain isself, ; 
é Yours very truly, 


Superintendent. 
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earn é May 20, 1908. 


Mack Bros. Auto. Co,, 


Allentown, Penna. 


aca Gentlemen: 


The Zdison-Styutio pstple cajled me up en the hone 


yesterday and informed me that thera is somatiiing wrong with 


VPA the body ef the 20 passenger car. They say the bady is separated. 
We 


; from the frame in about the center of the machine, right hand 
Side, and is eetting quite bad, 

I do not quite understand what they mean but thought 
that probably when either Mr. Maok or Mr. Stevens were in Yew 
York , would be kind enough to call on them and see just where 
the trouble lies. I would appreciate this if it could be shane 


care of in the near future, 


Yours very truly, 


near 
Team ev ati st a 





Yury 
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June 29, 1908. . a 
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oe". Ae Hy Whitting, Eaqe, 
-~ - ‘ 
oe Atluntic Motor Car Co, 
oe . t 
wt a _ LES Brovdsuy, Now Yorks 
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XB Rete shoe 









Dear Fre Whitings 





(“Water elrevlating pump ond os he is ioving some trouble with Cryder 






& Cormeany, he asked me to have some one else try and puy this 






casting for him; as he does not wish to open another account 






with them, 1 thought FE could impose upon your good nature to try 


. 






ana have you cet thing It requires a main casting for the water 






Hse, 





pur with the glen for stuffing bex. If necessary you can get 
BN ts . f-¢@ ‘ 






the complete casting, cover and box for 45 H.P. Kore, Ure Rdison's 






large Frenel. nachines Mr. Edison says thot if thoy knew at yas 






for him they would soak him good and proper, so if you think price 

is not right do not take jt and I will make 4t up at the Laborstory. 
Kindly naff the bill to the Laboratory and I wilt ” 

-have cheok mailed promptly. 







; Youra very truly, 
ay fe, he 
i‘. ! eh Eb Joie { 
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Aug. 22, Q8. 





Wo. RB. Magon, wih. ; Supt. > 
Béseon Portland Camant Cos, 
Stewartevilis, New J ergey, 
‘pear Str: 
in reply to your letter of the 2iset inst, 
dag to state that Mr. Béison asked me whether you 
: hail 2 .epere-maniiril Tor the brute rolis. I told hia 
<X made an extra mendril for the brute rolls some tine 
in June 1909, order being taken out of the laboratory 
on June Sri, same being finished al2 over with the ex~ 
ception of Bore, which was left 1A6 of an iich somll, 
0.28 to be fitted Ey'thart suoh as you wold epee. 
“NOUS yeuy requisition Nc, UBdes Tate te the only intoration 
I have given Mr. Rainn. = 
Z hope you Wikd de able te wtriignten thas 


* yer 
out on your orders. 


in reply’ to yours of the 20th inst. 5 have trie. 
to lecate one gallon of the transparent *Anhydro1" ard 
Tind only a mall bottle of sme on Mr. Fdison's dex. I do 
wet “know whether this was meant for you or not, 4f go 
“kindly exivine and I will forward at once. I enclose a note 
from -Grothe which explains same, 





Youu very trupyy 


perme mammewrnicr atic Hii 17-01 a Pe eee 
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Re “ Ps. 85 : a 


March 23rd .09. 


a3 
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Dear My. Biinvon: 
. Mr. Miller advised me that you did not 

~wish sthe houses pattexng atered im the o2¢ barn across the 

weyant thu you wanted then stered in the Rgdaom ovorage % 
Rattexry: Co. budlding. I wih stere them anywhere you sey, Aa 
‘but ZT -wish to tearm you that ££ they are. stered in the 
Pathery tulidh¢ we wih) rude. overy pattern made, o7 
smoceugt of the stem neat. I hare advised My. Rogers ‘te 
“move gil bis patterns from that tirtlding as well. A032 the 
patterns he yes there arestarting to erack in aD 
@irections. The large tase plate patter that war mde 
for tee steel solle wich is 4 feet © inchel- wide nas 

oa atevork 1 3/16 of an indh, exck joint opened uy from 1/8 
“te - SVE of an inch. I have studied the pattern situation 
fers ‘week before moring inte the barn and was ffradd that 
i might do something that would ruin them. 

. Y put a new root ‘hime barn and intended to run 
“the Tente in front of th#” , itt Lime with the other. 
Tie would leave about 16 féct between the fenve and the 

pera and would stop ths passéze ty frok Lighting matcher 
near the premises. It te the oniy piace t now of where 
we can stove tif patterns to prevent thém From Waxping. ‘ 





eninge a 


a Ra Bea ai 
‘ a Le, 
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_ the past eaatings. He promised to get batter sand, and 





f } 7. 4 ’ 


! va 


T. ALB, ~@. 

Ir you wart then roves to the battery building 
acindly advise. If you vaw the patterns that were storai 
thare you certainly would say "So." 

Under stpdarate cover t wm: sending you photographs | 
of the different exhifite now in the New Brunswick 
-BytMing, New York, to skew you what we are up againat. 
pamang the enclosures yon will find a picture ef the 
model I propose to exkibst for the Canent Comnany and woutd 
adie yeur opinion on same; as you see ty the others it 
Ses met only necasnary to make tablem ete. Shay are paying 
mete attention to the decorations en the walig and all 
‘ait work is gotten out dy arétete. in that Hine. TF an 
‘surmwhhs afraid We cannot comets with. the others. hard ot BB feb : 

i had MY, Prismvood tyek- af womb ef the pictures of 
“the different exhfidts.and he favored wine, saying tet 
2% was 60% better than the ones that are there now, Jt. 

Blaenwood is the man whe supérrtsed the Penna. KH, R. job at : 
Jersey City for Mx. Stanford White and now has full charge 
ef the firm of Mofee, Mwad and White. - 

wy oxperinent on the _hable has not com out very 
Tevorably on account of pouring at in ang piece, hut i 
‘Pxpect to finiah one sone tine this waek. 

I have tried: cight foundries in connection with. the 
“house and here ad five-and six castings made of each. 

‘Most of them are rotten, Morrisen making the past. 
‘Watte-Campbell next. t had Merrdaon here yesterday. and mite 
arftangenents with bim, he is the lowest in price and makes 























mai cor, z a 





castings ere to be subjected to our inspectian, and if 
not Q@. K. he will replace them. Will send all the patterns " 
that are finished to him to-morron. Mxpect to start = : 





machine work on castings next week. : : 
‘Harms and Saiall are bagging mb to lay off some of 
the pattern makéts, saying they could not keep up with me. 1 
I told them I would not lay them off until I received 
no more drawings. I rink that this keeps them moving 
: along in good shape. Am turning patterns out at the rate . |= 3 


of three and four per day. iB 
I am very busy “in the machine shop doing work 
for the battery company and Mr. Weber. 
tbe. b. Yours very truly, 


Sindee 
To Thomas A. Edison, Esq., . 
Port Myers, Florida.. 


























April 10th 09, 


Bdison Portiant Cement Co., 
Mr. E. 5. Eiefer, Chemiat, 
Stewartsville, Yew Jersey” 
My dear Nr. Kiefer: 

I am very sorry that I could not give 
your friend Mr. Bookey the information that he would like 
to have regarding the conorete house. Tnasnmch as we have 
changed the madel entirely and I do not know what Mr. 
Edison wants te say regarding the new one for publicity. 
I have written to Mr. Rockey and asked him to write to 
Mr. Eéivon, Girect, on his return from Flerida, which I 
told hin would be ebout the 25th of this month, as Mr. 
Baivor would be ‘ostly to glad to give him this information 
petsonaliy, T am always skeptical regarding anything new 
which is itf the course of construction at the Laboratory. 
This, of courses, ‘46 not necessary to explain to you. 
With my kindest. regardan, believe me, 

Your's vety truly, 


Bupsrintendent * 
















































] Apral 10th 09 
busi tz0T ndoelbeé 4 Departnenti of Tuternal Affairs, 
C H.3 sau ae : ; urea, of Indpotriel Stotietion, 
she ; | we. 7. Pe Backey, Chie of Bunesv, 
oFX 2M pp0b WM. i Barrigoung, Penna. 

\ fo. Dear Siri 

-2M hootrt tuoy : 4 Your letter of Apxtt, Stk qadxqgaed to Mr. #. 
Bran ave SY BIO? u Be Bieter of the Bigaan Baxthang Cement Cos, relative to 
bom edt begnsds 10 aw... 4 a seivenntiae reagrasne: the concrete Lanse has been hanted 
ot atnaw noalbt 4 ~ to me te gays you the grapex: {nfarmah don. Poile there is a 
Reeder a TaNy f _ Aas af naw ageedepomanta, in connegtion with EF. ert 
iti£bh ,soatha «rh ae 1 , concrete: pense. propastkion, t would-myak rather that you 
bivow mid fLot , commuritente with Me. Edfsor, whe. $e. in Sieriée and iA 
ed bitrow noaibe : a 0 peategs pack Hore about’ the 26th ef tiie month. I kmow 
a I “Uilandated ‘ q ‘ne would be pledwed to give you ati the information that 
edd nt at dotidw ; a you Might desize. | 
setios to ,atit sia ti Thankirig’ you, for fhe interest you are baking 
Jaobalat vm Atl 1 in the'natter, I am, 103; | 

' Vote #6y reapentray, 


Supsrinternders 


Ee eremnapametisagese 












June 18,99, 
*. James Morrison, Morrison Foundry 
 payulig ay #111 Gotthart st. 
Ploeg Newark, NeJ. 
| leg: ter Bir:-- 


In reply to yours of the 18th, relative to rising 


' 
4 
ra 
{ 


the price on core castings such as Stair and corner cestings 
‘for house moulds, from 03 5/8 to 03 7/8 per pound. Has been 
approved by Mr Edison, kindly keep seperate account of these 


pattren mumbers, 80 ye can readily check same up here. 
Respectfully yours. 


P.8e: Superintendént. 


- 


9 +Englose find list of castings yt for the first pouring. 


el am sending you this in order 60 28 to be imform as to what 
not 


: ane. Ame. eed, which our orders eae you now heave at hand. 


oy v 
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yg é 
: July 22nd 69. 
Z A.M. Briabene, Beq.., 
S. care Tew York Journal , 
Pi Blew York City, 3. ¥. 
a te veer 5 ‘On Septenber 17th “1908 I shipped to you at 





PAI don det 


rece Roll, A | 


* y 


ARaliy, Baw Jersey, 








- . kay ship to us at Urange, 


Yours very truly, 
x” - am - : 


ra 





‘our cement mixer, as per instructions 
from Mb. Whison. Mr. Edison would Like to know if you 


have Tiuished-uzing the sam and {fF so iF you would 


Srusting that thig wild. be satisfactory to you, Z am, 


Superintendent. 





re acai 












wig “9.44 
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\ Novedtoey Int 39. 


Pear Ur. Biisen: 
We bare just received two sete of 
Sprcckete for 2B EB. P. Bare rrom Cryder & Co. Lhe 
*eer Ohreckets varying in size 1/8 of am imen, ent 
Abe maT. comer fram 278 to L/Lé ofan ign. That 
T-wasti tp ob42 your speeial attention to is the 
price of howe received from Cryder & Go. ard those 
Sram “tine Suma -Chais Lo. ons 8 
Por Bb HP. Bor from Oryder & te. ome set gancee; 
expoaesare $230; one pair Chains $38.50; expreanage: 
$553; waking w total of $122.30. 
Por 45°H. ‘P. Hore reeeived from the Diamesa. 
@uatu Go. One.ant of uprockete $36.00; axpresange. $.25 
ous erie eles $26.25; expresnage $3.25: tetax. #E.04. 
The Tiamonii werockets being 0. K. in stze. Fine of 
anliwery : 
Reyder-% fo. three monthe 
DStemont- Chain -Le. one month, 
Youra very truly, 
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UIRHERIBEIE 


mir Brisbane, Req, - 
“Sen Tere wremnR Teenekh, 
Yew, York Cite, & F 


Rear Me, Dartanene: 


Re. Ediaen requested ite te write 
“— Feu-and awk whether yeu ceuld. ship the concrete. 
mixer whieh we let yea here es. Sept: PRE GB... Ben be: 
mes treaty te peur part ef. the concrete Leute eich 
he is building heme 
Kindly inferm: st wher ne May expect gcmen F. 
understand thet FE @¥e tQ extern £4 te wee Ef vex 
are in nagt ef game; undit quch time that, be wEEE meqyire: 
the sare ta finteh the fSiret heuse.. 
Yqure. very truty, 
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WEST ORANGE LABORATORY RECORDS 
ACCOUNTS 


These books contain records of experimental and operating costs, 
Edison's royalties and investments, and other personal and business accounts. 
There is material relating to Edison companies, laboratory suppliers, and 
various business operations. Also included are entries pertaining to Edison's 
Fort Myers laboratory and Glenmont. 


Ten books containing experimental accounts, records of royalties, and 
details of operating expenses have been selected. Included are four ledgers of 
summary accounts, three journals detailing daily transactions, two subsidiary 


ledgers summarizing monthly expenses incurred for various experiments atthe 
laboratory, and a subsidiary investment ledger recording stocks, bonds, and 
mortgages. 


The following items have not been selected: one subsidiary ledger of 
personal accounts payable (1891-1899); one book containing abstracts of 
materials and lists of suppliers (1897-1899); two subsidiary ledgers listing 
abstracts of expenses (1899-1908); three cash books (1 901-1914): eight 
receiving books detailing items received, their costs, and companies of origin 
(1902-1912); and one shipping record book (1904-1911). Also not selected is 
a set of nine invoice books (1901-1911) pertaining to work done at the West 
Orange laboratory. Most of this material duplicates information found in the 
journals and ledgers. 


The books have been filmed at a reduction ratio of 16:1. 








General Ledger #6 (1902-1903) 


This ledger covers the period January 1902-December 1903. As the account book of final 
entry, it summarizes transactions pertaining to the experiments performed at the laboratory. There are 
also accounts relating to Edison's royalties, his companies and business operations, laboratory 
suppliers, the Fort Myers laboratory, and Glenmont. Entries for experimental expense accounts 
include the project numbers assigned in laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26, 


General Ledger #7 (1904-1907) 


This ledger covers the period January 1904-June 1907. As the account book of final entry, 
it summarizes transactions pertaining to the experiments performed at the laboratory. There are also 
accounts relating to Edison's royalties, his companies and business operations, laboratory suppliers, 
the: Fort Myers laboratory, and Glenmont. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the 
project numbers assigned in laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26, 


General Ledger #8 (1907-1908) 


This ledger covers the period July 1907-February 1908. As the account book of final entry, 
it summarizes transactions pertaining to the experiments performed at the laboratory. There are also 
accounts relating to Edison's royalties, his companies and business operations, laboratory suppliers, 
the Fort Myers laboratory, and Glenmont. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the 
project numbers in laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. 


General Ledger #9 (1908-1916) 


This ledger covers the period March 1908-July 1916. As the account book of fina! entry, it 
summarizes transactions pertaining to Edison’s companies and business operations, royalties, 
laboratory suppliers, and the Fort Myers laboratory. Unlike the earlier ledgers in this series, this book 
does not include experimental, Glenmont, or stock and bond accounts. These appear in separate 
subsidiary ledgers. 


Journal #9 (1902-1903) 


This journal covers the period June 1902-December 1903. Chronological entries provide 
information about transactions posted to accounts recorded in the general ledgers. Included are 
accounts for the West Orange and Fort Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various business 
operations. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the project numbers assigned in 
laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26, 


Journal #10 (1904-1908) 


This journal covers the period January 1904-March 1908, Chronological entries provide 
information about transactions posted to accounts recorded in the general ledgers. Included are 
accounts for the West Orange and Fort Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various business 
operations. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the project numbers assigned in 
laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. 





~-. 


Journal (1908-1916) 


This journal covers the period March 1908-July 1916. Chronological entries provide 
information about transactions posted to the accounts recorded in the general ledgers. These entries 
include accounts for the West Orange and Fort Myers laboratories, Glenmont, and various business 
Operations. Attached to page 325 is a memorandum from Stephen B. Mambert, financial executive of 
Thomas A. Edison, Inc., regarding the sale of $100,000 of company stock to the Thomas A. Edison, 
Personal account. Other memoranda concerning the transfer of inter-divisional and departmental 
account balances to the laboratory account are pasted onto Pages 333-338. 


Investment Ledger #9 (1908-1916) 


This subsidiary ledger covers the period March 1908-July 1916. It consists of stock and bond 
accounts. 


Experimental Expense Ledger (1908-1912) 


This subsidiary ledger covers the period March 1908-July 1916, although most of the entries 
are from 1908-1912. It consists of accounts, arranged alphabetically, for various experiments at the 
laboratory, along with accounts for Glenmont. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the 
project numbers assigned in laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. The totals forthese 
accounts were posted monthly to General Ledger#9 under the heading, “Experimental Accounts." An 
alphabetical index to the account numbers in this ledger can be found in Experimental Expense 
Ledger (1912-1916). 


Experimental Expense Ledger (1912-1916) 


This subsidiary ledger covers the period March 1908-July 1916, although most of the entries 
are from 1912-1916. It consists of accounts, arranged alphabetically, for various experiments at the 
laboratory, along with accounts for Glenmont. Entries for experimental expense accounts include the 
project numbers assigned in laboratory record books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. The totals forthese 
accounts were posted monthly to General Ledger #9 under the heading, "Experimental Accounts." 
There is an alphabetical index, which also includes the account numbers in Experimental Expense 
Ledger (1908-1912). 








~~. 


West Orange Laboratory Records 
General Ledger #6 (1902-1903) 


This ledger covers the period January 1902-December 1903. As the 
account book of final entry, it summarizes transactions pertaining to the 
experiments performed at the laboratory. There are also accounts relating to 
Edison's royalties, his companies and business operations, laboratory 
suppliers, the Fort Myers laboratory, and Glenmont. Entries for experimental 
expense accounts include the project numbers assigned in laboratory record 
books N-01-03-15 and N-10-07-26. The spine is stamped "Ledger" and is 
labeled "T.A.E. Personal General Ledger Jany 1, 1902 To Dec. 31, 1903." 
The front cover is labeled "Ledger No 6 Personal General Ledger Jany ‘st 
1902 - Dec 31st 1903." The book contains 473 numbered pages and an 
index; many pages are blank. 
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